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Social Media Policy

‘Internet Abuse’ relates to four main areas of abuse to children:

- Abusive images of children (although these are not confined to the Internet);
- A child or young person being groomed for the purpose of Sexual Abuse;
- Exposure to pornographic images and other offensive material via the 
  Internet; and
- The use of the internet, and in particular social media sites, to engage children in extremist ideologies.

As a growing means of communication, BCFC Academy follows the best practice guidance provided by the FA.  
(www. The FA.com/football-rules-governance/safeguarding)

Online safety covers the Internet but it also covers mobile phones and other electronic communications technologies. 
We know that some adults and young people will use these technologies to harm children. The harm might range 
from sending hurtful or abusive texts and emails, to enticing children to engage in sexually harmful conversations 
or actions online, webcam filming, photography or face-to-face meetings. There is a ‘duty of care’ for any persons 
working with children

The Academy use:

- Guidance for U18’s - Do’s and Don’ts for texting and emailing U18s
- Guidance for Staff – Do’s and Don’ts
- Guidance for parents – Do’s and Don’ts

Additional workshops are led for staff, players and parents every 2 years with Cathy Wood on media training to 
teach young people about the perils, and pitfalls, of social media and how to manage an effective online life as well 
as practical guidelines on immediate ways to make an impact on sponsors, fans and fellow athletes.
 Use of photography and film footage. 

Before taking images of children or young people, parental consent if sought in writing. This could be at the start 
of the season or prior to the event. Parents, carers, guardians are responsible for informing the Club of any change 
of circumstances within the season which may affect consent. The Club will inform parents, carers, guardians of 
how the image will be used and they will not allow an image to be used for something other than that for which it 
was initially agreed.

- All children or young people featured in Club publications will be appropriately dressed. 
- Where possible, the image will focus on the activity taking place and not a specific child. 
- Where appropriate, images represent the broad range of people participating safely in the event. 
- Designated Club photographers will, where applicable, undertake a CRC/DBS check and attend a FA   
 Safeguarding Children workshop and will be personally responsible for keeping up to date with the latest  
 guidelines on the Use of Images policies from the Premier League. Club identification will be worn at all times. 
- Children who are subject of a court order will not have their images published in any Club document. 
- No images of children featured in Club publications will be accompanied by personal details such as their  
 home address. 
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- Recordings of children for the purposes of legitimate coaching aids are only filmed by Club officials and are  
 stored safely and securely at the Club’s premises. 
- Mobile cameras are not to be used in changing rooms. 
- Any instances of inappropriate images in football should be reported to the Safeguarding Manager (Refer to  
 BCFC Dealing with disclosures of youth sexual imagery Policy)
- The Club does not put young player profiles with images and personal information on its website. 
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